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of the offensive, especially in its earlier stage, led Alekseev to divert all available reserves to the southern front and to give up the proposed attack in Poland, except for an unsuccessful assault on the railway junction of Baranovichi, halfway between Vilna and Pinsk (July 2,N.S.).
The true significance of the Brusilov offensive lay in its effects upon the international military situation. Austria-Hungary* was dealt a shattering blow that forced her to abandon her offensive in Italy and contributed to her disintegration. The Italian army was given the chance to extricate itself from a most unfortunate predicament. The transfer to the eastern front? between June and September, of eighteen German divisions from France and of three German and two Turkish divisions from the Balkans was of material aid to the western allies during the crucial battles of Verdun and the Somme, and at Salonika. Finally, the Brusilov offensive provided the ultimate argument in the protracted and tortuous negotiations with Rumania: on August 27, N.S., that country declared war on Austria. These were no mean achievements; nevertheless, from the narrow Russian point of view the heavy losses (over two million killed and wounded and 350,000 prisoners in 1916) were not justified by the results achieved. There was a loud outcry against the alleged failure of the high command to take full advantage of the break-through in Galicia. Criticism was widespread and there was a further decline in the morale of the troops.
The addition of Rumania to the roster of the allies in August, 1916, was not an unmixed blessing. Whatever might be the virtues of the Rumanian people, military prowess was not among them. No other country was less wrell prepared for the war and, it would seem> less willing to fight. By the end of 1916 three-fourths of Rumania, including Bucharest, were overrun by the enemy. It was not until the Rumanians had reached the fortified region of the Sereth, between the Danube and the border of Bukovina, and had secured large Russian reinforcements that they succeeded in stabilizing their lines. The net result of the 1916 Rumanian campaign was the lengthening of the eastern front by some 250 miles of which the Rumanian army held a mere fraction and the Russians the balance.
The Caucasian front, established after Turkey entered the war, occupied a subordinate place in Russian strategy, being part and parcel of the Near Eastern theater of war, where the leadership belonged fe>